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Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
of Saddleworth Parish Council held at 

The Civic Hall, Lee Street, Uppermill on Monday 23rd January 2012 
 

There were present: Cllr. Mr. B. Lord - Chairman 
   Cllr. Mr. R. Knotts -  Vice Chairman 
 

Cllrs. Mr. N. Allsopp  Mr. G. Harkness    
Mrs. M. Bingley  Mr. D. Heffernan 
Ms. L. Brown   Mr. J. Hudson   
Mr. M. Buckley  Mrs. P. Lord 
Mr. B. Cullen   Mr. R. McCann 
Mrs. E. Firth   Mr. A. Roughley 
Mr. R. Franklin   

       
     
1248. Apologies for Absence: Cllrs. Dr. D. Atherton, Mr. K. Hulme, Mrs. N. Kirkham, 
 Ms. L. Schofield & Mr. G. Sheldon 
 
1249.  Declarations of Interest – Cllr. Knotts – Allotments. 
 
1250. Community Gritting & Snow clearance – a further meeting has been held with 

Oldham Council, the following ideas are being considered: 

 Development of a volunteer force to check on elderly neighbours and assist 
 vulnerable individuals.  

 Assist Carers and District Nurses to access vulnerable individuals in difficult 
 winter conditions.  

 Develop a volunteer force of 4 x 4 vehicles owners prepared to fit snow plough 
 blades to their vehicles.  

 Councillor Knotts has tested a snow blower at Lees Road depot, it is intended to test 
the blower again when there is a snow fall. 
Oldham Council are still validating the tertiary routes. 
Councillor Franklin circulated two documents, one giving an overview of winter 
maintenance, the other document was specific to Diggle. It is intended to produce 
similar documents for each village. Members thanked Councillors Franklin & Knotts 
and noted the reports. 
     

1251. Transport – the frequency of gulley cleaning is being reviewed, blocked gulleys should 
 be reported to the highways@oldham.gov.uk e-mail. The information will be used to 
 develop a gulley cleaning plan based on need.  

  The Greenfield Rail Action Group has met, they are looking at electrification of the line 
 and hoping for half hourly trains to Manchester. There have been a small number of 
 additional coaches on the line. Anyone encountering difficulties should report them to 
 Councillor Franklin, who is collating the information. There are still problems with the 
 non-collection of fares which is resulting in delays at Manchester Victoria. Some of the 
 “Ale trail” users are causing problems to other rail users. Members noted the report. 

 
1252. District Partnership – Councillor Firth circulated a report of the meeting on 1st 

 December 2011. There will be a review of the location and facilities of the District Town 
 Hall after six months. The Power of Well-being would give the Council benefits in 
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 undertaking services. The Clerk will obtain details of the scheme and what needs to be 
 done.   

 
1253. Policing of Whit Friday and other events in Saddleworth - Chief Supt. Forber has 

advised the Council that it was not appropriate to attend the Parish Council meeting 
until arrangements had been discussed with the Band Contest organisers.  

 
1254. Review of Standing orders – the working group have held a number of meetings, it is 

intended to submit proposals to the next meeting of this committee. 
   
1255. Allotments – Councillor Knotts informed the meeting that there is a proposal to create 

allotments in Uppermill near to the canal. The land is currently leased by Oldham 
Council from British Waterways, there are fourteen years left on the lease. British 
Waterways have indicated that they are willing to sell the land. It has been suggested 
that the Parish Council should purchase the land with a substantial contribution from 
the District Partnership, the allotments would probably be run by an Allotments Society. 
Members agreed to support the proposal, the detailed funding arrangements need to 
be considered.    

 
1256. Devolution of services – Deferred to a future meeting. 
 
1257. Queens Diamond Jubilee – It was agreed that the Parish Council should help to mark 

the occasion. It was agreed that a working group comprising Councillors Buckley, 
Knotts and Roughley, should pull together some ideas, including involving local 
schools. 

 
1258. Conservation Area Character Appraisal – Councillor Buckley circulated a report on 

the proposal to carry out Character Appraisals in three Conservation Areas in 
Saddleworth & Lees, these would be a pilot for a more comprehensive exercise 
covering the 32 areas in the District. The District Partnership has allocated £5,000 for 
the work. It was resolved that the Parish Council would support the project and that the 
joint Parish Council / District Partnership Strategic Planning Committee would progress 
and co-ordinate the project. Three sites had been identified, Harrop Green, Lees High 
Street and Ladhill Bridge, it was agreed that community groups in the areas would be 
involved in the project.    

 
1259.  Accounts for Payment – The list of Accounts for Payment was approved by the 

Committee. The total expenditure being £70,319.38 and income being £9,172.40. 
There were no payments made in accordance with Section 137 and 139 of the Local 
Government Act 1972. 

 


